Fox. The British Government however gave Lord Yarmouth a colleague in the person of Lord Lauderdale Nhom Talleyrand in his MIemoirs blames for the failure of the negotiations.... Sorel says of Yarmouth, 'he soon began to give ev-idence of those qualities of a sly and obstinate bulldog which are revealed in all Englishmen as soon as the interests of England are at Stake'.
[ February 1, 1939] British Prisoners Released by Napoleon at Jenner's Request Bv J. A. NIXON, C.M.G., M.D. THE wiorld-wide eminence of Edward Jenner finds no better illustration than his ability to secure the liberation of British prisoners from countries with which England was at war. It is well known that at Jenner's request Napoleon ordered the release of certain British subjects detained in France when war broke out again after the peace of Amiens. The families and individuals on whose behalf Jenner intervened are the subject of this paper; for some of them were well known and one at least is an interesting medical personality.
Jenner's first attempt was made on behalf of a family called Peploe, who were detained at Paris on their way to Spa. On this occasion he wrote to General Andreossi, whose acquaintance he had made whilst the General was French Ambassador in London. He received no reply but he heard afterwards that the family had been allowed to go to Spa, presumably at his request. (I have been unable to identify the Peploe family.) His next effort was on behalf of the Earl of Yarmouth. In pursuance of a promise to the Earl's father, the Marquess of Hertford, Jenner addressed an appeal to the National Institute of France in 1803 [1] . " Gentlemen, Pardon my obtruding myself on you at this juncture. The Sciences are nev-er at War. Permit me, then as a public body with w!hom I am connected to solicit the exertion of your interest in the liberation of Lord Yarmouth."
It is puzzling to discover what happened in the case of Lord Yarmouth. The Dictionary of National Biography describing Lord Henry Seymour, says that he was born in Paris in 1805, his father, then Lord Yarmouth, having been detained in France on landing just after the Treaty of Amiens. Lord Yarmouth was released in 1806 through Fox's intercession with Talleyrand. In Duff-Cooper's Talleyrand [21 a fuller account is given of Lord Yarmouth and his activities in Paris at this time.
In Doyle's Official Baronage of England [3] there is a portrait of Lord Yarmouth (as Marquess of Hertford). It is recorded that he was appointed Commissioner and Plenipotentiary to treat with France on June 26, 1806. Mowat [4] says that after being released from V7erdun by order of Napoleon he came to Paris and renewed an old acquaintance with Talleyrand. On June 14, 1806, Fox had written a letter to Talleyrand at the end of which is the sentence " Au surplus Lord Yarmouth a toute ma confiance: totut ce (lu'il votis dira, vous pouvez croire que c'est moi meme qui vots le dis " 5 The anonymnous author of A Picture of Verdun [6] states " at length in June 1806 the Earls of Elgin and Yarmouth received their passports for England and after some few days the latter returned to Paris in a diplomatic character and during his stay there, having need of couriers to carry dlispatches to England, he procured the release of several of his friends among the detenu8 and prisoners of war who were suffered to return home as estafettes. In 1804 one of the imost beautifuil of the Napoleon series of medals was struck comnmemorative of the Emnperor's estimate of the value of vaccination. It has been said that it was at the same time intended as a mark of personal honour to Jenner by appropriating one side of the medal to his bust . . . the obverse of some of the early vaccination medals was left blank. Subsequently it was occupied by the head of the Emperor.
Early in 1805 Jenner addressed himself directly to Napoleon humbly requesting that two of his friends, both men of science and literature, might return to England. These two men were Mr. William Thomas Williams residing at Nancy; the other Dr. Wickham, then in Geneva. Napoleon was at that time in Italy but Mr. Williams had an opportunity of delivering a copy of the letter into his Majesty's hands as he passed through Nancy. A (Iuplicate was presented by Baron Corvisart, the Emperor's physician in June 1806. In the following July Corvisart informed Mr. Williams that the Emperor had listened to Jenner's petition and had granted liberty both to himself and Dr. Wickham. Baron [7] adds as a footnote to the Nancy incident, " It was either on this or some similar occasion, when N=apoleon was about to reject the proffered petition, that Josephine uttered the name of Jenner. The Emperor paused for an instant and exclaimed, Jenner! Ah, we can refuse nothing to that man Fosbrooke [8] in his Berkeley Manuscripts (1821) gives a fuller account of this incident. " When D)r. WNickham was ma(le a prisoner in France our Philosopher (namely Jenner) wvas applied to as the fittest person for addressing to Buonaparte a petition soliciting that physician's liberation. This was at the time of Napoleon's greatest animosity to this country. It happened thus; the Emperor was in his carriage and the horses were being changed. The petition was then presented to him (presumably by Mr. WNilliams at Nancy as previously related). He (Napoleon) exclaimed 'Away, Away! ' The Empress Josephine who accompanied him said But Emperor, do you see who this comes from ? Jenner'. He changed his tone of voice that instant and said ' What that man asks is not to be refused ' and the petition wvas immediately gZranted." The author of A Picture of Verdun [14] relates that " At the request of Jenner, _Mr. Williams wvho has since ptublished an accouint of his stay in France, was allow-ed to return from his capti-ity." (I have not seen this account. J. A. N.)
Baron relates that on several occasions Jenner was able to procure the release of gentleinen wNho were detained on the Continent. One was Sir George Sinclair, Bart., the son of the celebrated Sir John Sinclair, who had gone to prosecute his studies in Germany. He was at that time in Vienna and his friends were anxious that he should have a passport to return through France or Holland. This was obtained by a direct application to the Emperor of Austria wi-hich w-as transmitted through Baron Jacobi, the philosopher, who from 1807 to the time of his death was President of the Academy of Sciences in Munich.
The Dictionary of National Biography account of Sinclair says that he went to G6ttingen and was arrested as a spy. He was brought before Napoleon who examine(d him and ordered his release. In 1826 Sinclair issued a privately printed Narrative [101 of the interview (Edinburgh, 1826, 8vo). This is the subject of a letter from his father to Sir William Knighton [11] dated from Edinburgh January 29, 1826. "My eldlest son had a most singular adventure with the Emperor Napoleon, immediately prex-ious to the Battle of Jena; and he has been induced to (Iraw ulp a short narrative of that event (in 28 pages octavo) for the pturpose of supplying the A uthor of Waze tv ' with ' nezw materials 'for his inten(le(d history of that extraordinary character. Some copies of that Narrative have been printed for prixate circulation. I beg to knowv, wrhether I may take the liberty of sending a copy of it to youi to be submitte(d to his 'Majesty's perusal. It throNs some light not only on the character of Napoleon buit on his mode of carrying on a war ' Jenner's name carried a charm potent enough to disarm the hostility of belligerent States. English travellers left our shores not with a passport signed by a Minister of State but with a simple certificate bearing the name of Edward Jenner, testifying that the parties were known to him and were voyaging to distant lands, in pursuit of 0Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine health or science or other affairs totally apart from the concerns of war, and that in his opinion they were entitled to protection and freedom. Baron continues " Probably there was not a civilized nation in the wNorld that would not have paid respect to such a document."
He gives an example of such a certificate: I hereby certify that ilr. A. the young gentleman who is the bearer of this, and wvlho is about to sail from the port of Bristol on board the Adventure, Captain Vesey, for the island of Madeira, lhas no other object in view than the recovery of his health. show AIr. A. evTery indulgence in his power: and that if he will cause it to be made known to the French Government, it will obtain for him a speedy release. I feel the more confident of the Emperor's kindness in this case, as his Majesty has hitherto been pleased to lend a favourable ear to my petitions on behalf of British captixves."
There is scarcely a parallel in history except perhaps the incident w-hich Procopius [12] relates of Chosroes I nobly rewarding a Greek physician by the deliverance of three thousand prisoners.
It must be remembered that every sea-captain of every nation knew the debt that seamen and sea travellers owed to Jenner. We can scarcely realize the dreadful menace of smallpox introduced into a ship's company on one of its long sailing voyages round the Cape of Good Hope to the East Indies, or round the Horn to the Pacific Coast of America. From Dutch records [13] we learn that in 1804 vaccine had arrived in the Dutch East Indies by the good offices of General de Caen, Commander in chief of the French troops east of the Cape of Good Hope, Governor of the Isle de France and Reunion who had sent a Man-of-War Marengo, late in 1803, to Batavia with a supply of vaccine. Thus Jenner's beneficent gift to humanity was quickly spread across the artificial boundaries of nationalism.
There remain two other detenus who owed their freedom to Jenner's intercession with Napoleon. These were Mr. Gold and Mr. Garland. Jenner's later applications to the Emperor were transmitted through the hands of Corvisart who was in Baron's words " exceedingly punctual in making all Jenner's requests known to His Majesty."
In a letter dated Paris, Dec. 5, 1809 [15] , Corvisart reports that the Emperor has permitted him to reply " that he has ordered the liberation of the two gentlemen (MM. Garland and Gold) in whom you are interested."
Corvisart then asked Jenner to do something for him in return on behalf of a French prisoner who had been sent back to France on parole from England. Baron adds "His best efforts were, I believe, exerted for Corv-isart's young, friend, but unhappily, Jenner's influence with the British Government was not equal to that which he enjoyed with the Court of
France."
This incident must be the subject of Baron's reference "I remember finding him seriously distressed likewise by the fate of a young French officer, in whose welfare he took a deep interest. Captain Husson belonged to Dupont's army and was one of those who capitulated after the defeat of that General at Baylen. Jenner felt for young Husson as for a son; and exerted himself with unremitting earnestness to procure his liberation. 880 52 Unfortunately as I have already stated, his influence with the British Government was not so great as it was at one time with that of France. Either by direct appeals to the Emperor or through the medium of Corvisart and Husson he had succeeded in procuring the release of many persons. He observes in a letter to a friend that he feels the feebleness of his influence the more keenly from the following unfortunate occurrence. ' M. Husson one of the medical gentlemen above referred to, has a brother, Captain Husson, a prisoner of War in this country. I petitioned for his release. It was the first request of the kind I had made to the British Government; and it seemed to meet with a favourable reception. This joyful intelligence I communicated to Captain Husson: when most unexpectedly instead of acquiescence, a refusal arrived. This threw him into a state of desperation, and in the midst of it he broke his parole and is now in a state of misery and confinement on board a prison-ship at Chatham. This hurts me excessively: as I cannot but look on myself as in some measure the innocent cause. I shall again exert myself for Captain Husson, conceiving that my first application could not have been well understood Baron goes on to say " The second application I believe was successful. At least he concludes a letter to myself dated the 5th of April 1811 with these words, ' This day I received a letter from town informing me that my petition to the Prince on behalf of Captain Husson had been favourably received '."
Baron says that M. Husson (who wrote of Jenner and vaccination in the Dictionnaire des Sciences Medicales in the 1821 edition somewhat disparagingly) " thought it not credible that they (the British Government) could refuse to the author of vaccination what the French Government had granted to him ".
Mr. Garland is identified as Nathaniel Garland of Michaelstow Hall, by a reference to him as " a gentleman of considerable property in Essex " [17] and by his grandson, Dr. E. Blake Garland of Bristol, who has kindly placed at my disposal some notes made by his uncle the Rev. Nathaniel Arthur Garland, sometime Vicar of St. Matthew's, Tulse Hill, London. These notes were published anonymously (although the writer makes his identity clear) and " for private circulation only" (undated) under the title Oddments from a Commonplace Life. The booklet begins "Returning through France from the' Grand Tour ' my father was made prisoner by Napoleon and was detained for the next eleven years, at Melun, Verdun, Valenciennes, etc. At one of these places he fell in with the Cope family, also ' detained', and in March 1814, was married to Ann their only daughter, at Orleans, by the Rev. Lancelot Lee, another ' detenu ', afterwards Rector of Wootton, Oxfordshire. My father was then thirty-nine and my mother twenty-five." Nathaniel Garland was born on 31st December, 1774, was sent to Eton and afterwards to Christchurch, Oxford, as a gentleman commoner matriculating on 15th November, 1793, at the age of eighteen. He did not wait long enough at Oxford to take his degree but started on the Grand Tour when he was about 20.
In Oddments the author, who was the second son of Nathaniel Garland, gives the following interesting account of an incident in his mother's life. When she was a girl of 14 " her father insisted on her presenting a petition to the Emperor Napoleon, asking that they might be transferred from Valenciennes (or Melun or Verdun) to Orleans. ' Every drop in me' she said long after to her youngest daughter, then a child, ' rebelled against such a proceeding'. So great was her aversion to Napoleon. But her father's will was law and it was arranged, with the consent of the Authorities, that the beautiful English girl . . . should be stationed at the corner of the street which the Emperor was to pass in State. Dressed in white, she stepped forward as the Imperial carriage appeared. Napoleon took the petition from her hand quite graciously, and the next day sent an aide-de-camp with a message of consent. He was always very appreciative of beauty."
No mention is made in Oddment8 of Mr. Garland's final release from internment.
It is interesting to note that Mrs. Garland presented her petition to Napoleon in 1803 when she was 14 years old. She and her husband were still " detenus " eleven years later when she was married in 1814. Yet Corvisart wrote to Jenner in December 1809 telling him that the Emperor had ordered the liberation of MM. Garland and Gold. Clearly the order referring to Garland was mislaid with that referring to Gold.
The prisoner who is of the greatest interest to this Section of the History of Medicine is Mr. Gold. Francis Gold was the son of a Bristol apothecary. He studied at the Bristol Infirmary and in London, becoming a member of the Corporation of Surgeons in 1801. In the same year he went with the Army to Egypt as a hospitalmate and was posted to the 61st Foot (now 2nd Bn. Gloucestershire Regiment) in General Baird's division.
At the Peace of Amiens in 1802 he resigned his commission and he describes how "After the memorable expedition to Egypt under Sir R. Abercrombie to which I was attached, I obtained permission to return to England by way of the Cq4ntinent. At the commencement of the present \N'ar I happened to be in France and was detained."
Actually he arrived in Paris on the evening before the decree was issued for detaining the English in that city. Gold was made a prisoner and was sent for a time to the fortress of Verdun. During the last two years of his nine or nearly ten years' detention he was appointed Surgeon to a depot of Seamen (? captured British sailors) at Saar Louis [18] . Gold was singularly unfortunate in the length of his internment for in 1809, six years after his original detention, Corvisart wrote telling Jenner that Napoleon had ordered his release. Gold was not liberated, however, until 1812, when the order was found, after much inquiry, thrown aside in the office by the negligence of a subordinate Government official.
Soon after his return to Bristol Gold fitted up two rooms in the Cathedral Cloisters where he established a school of anatomy. It was in one of these rooms that some vears previously the famous actress, Mrs. Robinson, was born, who afterwards captivated George the Fourth when she was playing the part of Perdita. The present Cathedral pulpit stands very nearly on the spot once occupied by the house.
During his captivity Gold translated one of the earliest and best books of mountaineering in the Pyrenees, Ramond's Travel in the Pyrenee8. As a piece of translation this work of Gold's ranks high. He has kept close to the original, preserving admirably the lively and enthusiastic descriptions of'Ramnond whose French he has turned into smooth and unmistakable English. This book was published in 1813. He also translated Bichat's Physiological Researches on Life and Death in the following circumstances. Bichat had visited Great Britain and showed his experiments at the Medical Schools of London and Edinburgh. Dr. Kentish, Physician to St. Peter's Hospital in Bristol, was so much impressed by Bichat's work on life and death that he determined to publish it in an English translation and had begun the work. " But at this perio(d ", Kentish writes, " I became acquainted with Mr. Francis Gold, Surgeon, who had just returned (i.e. end of 1812) from a long confinement in France. I mentioned the circumstance to him, as it accorded with his view,Ns he undertook to translate the work which is now in the press."
Having twice applied unsuccessfully for the post of Surgeon to the Bristol Infirmary (in 1812 and 1816) in 1819 Gold relinquished his profession and went to London with the intention of turning painter.
However, by May 31, 1820, he had returned to Bristol and on that date he wrote to his friend Richard Smith-"lMy dear Snmith I have lately been making some stay in London with a view to reconnoitre the land of Art. I find that the land is a bad land and moreover that the grapes thereof are sour: on which twofold account I hav/e resolved to retrace my steps thence as quickly as may be." But he did not remain in Bristol, for in 1821 he was appointed an Assistant Surgeon by the Hon. East India Company on the Bengal establishment. In a report [18] to the Honble. Court of Directors of the H.E.I.C. John Borthwick Gilchrist, who describes himself as Hindoostanee Professor in London and Director of the Oriental Institution under the patronage of the H.E.I.C., gives details of the progress of the students under his charge. In the list of medical students the rapid progress made by some of them is specially commented on; that of "Mr. Gold is -ery remarkable; he not having yet attended above one month of the current course, when he has already reape(d a stock of practical knowledge that very few pupils ever attain in double that time."
The India Office records [21] show that after his appointment in 1821 Francis Gold was stationed at Meerut in 1822. In 1825 he was appointed Assistant Surgeon, 31st Native Infantry and in 1826, Assistant Surgeon, 34th Native Infantry. He held this position until his death at Dougah in 1832.
